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word to France, which was able to crush him, or else
to fight for her against friends who represented them-
selves as liberators, this naturally loyal ruler strug-
gled with doubts and hesitations which were really
torturing. Is it credible ? Even after General York's
defection, even after the extraordinary hatred of
everything French that Broke out in the whole
Prussian kingdom, Frederick William was far from
decided to break loose from Napoleon.

It is a very significant detail that at this very
moment, early in 1813, the Prussian court seriously
contemplated a matrimonial alliance between the
Crown Prince and a Princess of the Emperor's fam-
ily. The despatch of the Count of Saint Marsan
referring to this proposed marriage is dated Jan-
uary 12,1813, and it is very curious. It has never
been published, and shows better than anything the
ascendancy which Napoleon still exercised. In this
despatch the Count began by reporting the remarks
the King had made to Prince Hatzfeld, who was
about to leave for Paris to visit the Emperor. .

" The King," said the Minister of France, " has in
the first place overwhelmed Prince von Hatzfeld with
attentions. He has shown him how highly" he appre-
ciates his services, the purity of his feelings, the
justice of his opinions. . . . He then said to him,
* Assure the Emperor that nothing can move me from
my plan of alliance with him. Take every means of
ridding him of every trace of suspicion or mistrust
which he may feel toward Prussia. It is true that